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THE COURT: Madam Forelady, as you are, 
Price, since you are occupying the first chair, and ladies 
and gentlemen of the jury: 

First, I would like to thank each of you for 
the care and attention you have shown throughout this short 
trial, and I tell you that I appreciate the sacrifices I 


know each of you has been called upon to make in your own 


personal lives so that you can serve in this very important 


capacity of being on a federal jury. 


I am sure that you will bear with me and aive 
me that same degree of care that you have shown throughout 


so that you may understand the principles of law which 


apply to this case. 
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morning that everyone appearing 
before this bar <¢ justice is entitled to an absolutely 
fair and impartial trial, recirdless of his station in 


life, and your verdict here must be based solely on the 


testimony which you have heard from that witness stand 


and any exhibits which were received in evidence and on 
nothing 
d you this morning it was my duty to 
instruct you as to the law, and as to the law you must 
accept my instructions, but, on the other hand, you, the 
jury, are the sole judges of the facts, not what a lawver 
says a witness testified to or what a document contains 
or shows or what I might say on the subject, but you, 
the jury, remember and decide. 
IT also told you this morning that during the 
Mave conversations with one or other of 
sd I did 
attention to any of these conversations. 
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unless and until you -a satisfied that the Government has 
proven each elemen samorising the crime charged beyond 
a reasonable do: 

What do we mean by “beyond a reasonable doubt"? 
The words sucaest the answer. It is a doubt based on 
reason. It is a doubt which a re2sonabile i'an or woman 
would entertain . \sonable is not a fanciful 
doubt. a n wb 3 - a doubt 
that a juror TUTE p in order to avo id 
an unpleasant task. It is a reasona! 
doubt which arises in a suror's mind because fF something 
in the evidence the case or the absence of evidence 


in the care. It is the kind of doubt which would caus 


a reasonable man or woman in a more serious and importent 


matter in his or her Life to hesitate to act. And the burden 


is on the Government to prove the quilt of the defendant 


bevond a reasonable doubt. 
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controverted fact which, by its nature, is not susceptible 
to mathematical precision or to mathematical certainty. 

So the law is that the Government must prove the guilt of 
the defendant beyond a reasonabie doubt, not beyond all 
possible doubt. 

Now, wnen I review the indictment with you, 
ladies and gentlewen, fT wili remind you, as I did this 
morning, that the indictment is merely the charge, the way 
the Government brings into court individuals who it claims 
have violated the law. I told you that the indictment is 
not evidence of the guilt of the defendant, and the 
indictment is not to detract in any degree from the 
presumption of imocence with which the law surrounds this 
defendant until his guilt is proven, and this presumption 
of innocence remains with the defendant, Mr. Turner, 
throughout the trial and applies to the consideration of 


each of the essential elements of the crime charged, 


and this presumption of innocence remains unless and until 


the jury finds that tne defendant is aquiity beyond a 


and by doing that he ints put in issue every material 
element in ta indictrent, and tnis burden has remained 
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Lection and not mi that controls. 
Briefly, as ] derstand the contentions here, 
yJerninent contends tha h iefendant Mr. Bernard 
Vurner, ecember 18, 1975 around 2:30 in the afternoon, 


entered the concourse the Bowery Savings Bank 


at 34tn Street and Sevent! venue and attempted to take 


money belonging to the Bowery Savings Bank by intim 


and I will tell you about that later. 

The Government contends 
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who : ified this morning, 
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